Home Worship Liturgy
Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020

The Lord be with you! We invite you to combine individual or family worship in your home with
a video available on the Calvin Church website at about 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 6.
https://www.calvincrc.org/recent-services/
Italicized parts of the liturgy are included in the video, so you can choose to participate along
with the video or on your own.
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, a gracious gift that God provides to Christ’s body, the
church. All who have been baptized into Christ and who desire to honor him with grateful and
obedient living are invited to participate in this sacrament, discerning that this bread and cup
are signs and seals of God’s love for us and that we who participate are members of Christ’s
body.

Prelude: Two Preludes on “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
– Nancy M. Raabe; Anne Krentz Organ
Welcome
Call to Worship: “Prepare the Way of the Lord”—Becki Slagle Mayo
Cherub and Covenant Choirs; Nancy Triezenberg, piano
Advent Reading and Prayer
read by members of the 2019 Covenant Choir
Greeting:
Grace, mercy, and peace be to you, from God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Opening Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (stanzas 1,2,4,7)
(see the end of this document for music and lyrics)
If those gathered choose to sing more songs together, here are a few options:
- Sing familiar hymns accompanied by a piano or another instrument, if available.
- Sing familiar hymns a cappella.
- Consult hymnary.org for hymn lyrics (and some music sheets) to distribute, if necessary.

Call to Confession:
When we come into the holy presence of God,
Our own humanity is laid bare.
When we stand in the living presence of truth,
Our own falsehood is revealed.
People of God, let us acknowledge who we are
And ask our ever-present God to forgive us.
Prayer of Confession:
Merciful God,
You made us in your image,
With a mind to know you,
A heart to love you,
And a will to serve you.
But our knowledge is imperfect,
Our love inconstant,
Our obedience incomplete.
Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness.
In your tender love, forgive us
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
Assurance of Pardon:
Friends hear the Good news:
God the Creator brings you new life,
Forgives and redeems you.
Take hold of this forgiveness,
And live your life in the Spirit of Jesus. Amen
Message for Children
Before the video prayer, you may wish to speak or journal your own prayers, and then join your
prayers to others as you start the video again.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (stanzas 1,2,4)
(see the end of this document for music and lyrics)

Prayer for Illumination:
Creator God,
you remind us that the darkness of ignorance and doubt
cannot overcome your life-giving Word.
May your Holy Spirit, who first inspired these words of Scripture,
shine your light and once again awaken us
to the hearing and living of this radiant truth.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Scripture Reading – The Scripture passage scheduled to be preached this week Sunday,
December 6: Proverbs 8:22-36.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Sermon – “O Wisdom”
Prayer of Application
The Lord’s Supper
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.”
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you have created heaven and earth, made us in your
image, and kept covenant with us – even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose coming opened to us the way of salvation and whose triumphant return
we eagerly await. You sent Jesus into this world to satisfy the longings of your people for a
Savior, to bring freedom to the captives of sin, and to establish justice for the oppressed. He
came among us as one of us, taking the lot of the poor, sharing human suffering. We rejoice
that in his death and rising again, you set before us the sure promise of new life, the certain
hope of a heavenly home where we will sit at table with Christ, our host.
With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the death and resurrection of
our Lord. Receive our sacrifice of praise. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that this meal may be
a communion in the body and blood of our Lord. Make us one with Christ and with all who share
this feast. Unite us in faith, encourage us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as
your faithful disciples until we feast at your table in glory. We praise you, eternal God, through
Christ your Word made flesh, in the holy and life-giving Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
(You may prepare the elements, breaking the bread and pouring the cup, during the following
words of institution.)
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. Every
time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord, until
he comes.
(Each worshiper eats the bread, saying to oneself or to one another, “The body of Christ for
you. Each worshiper drinks from the cup, saying to oneself or to one another, “The blood of
Christ for you.”)
Let us pray: Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit to bring good news to the poor
and lift blind eyes to sight, to loose the chains that bind and claim your blessing for all people.
Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all your
saints in the joy of your eternal realm. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
Moment for Benevolence
Benediction:
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you now and always. Amen.
Doxology: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (stanza 5)
(see the end of this document for music and lyrics)
Postlude: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying – John Ferguson; Michael Burkhardt
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