
  



 

Calvin Christian Reformed Church 

December 17, 2023 

5:00 PM 

 

The Service of Lessons and Carols was first sung at the Cathedral of Truro, 

England. It was later adapted for use in Kings College Chapel, Cambridge, 

where the service has been sung each Christmas for over a century, beginning 

in 1918. It consists of a series of Scripture lessons which outline the story 

of Christmas, coupled with appropriate carols, anthems, and hymns. 

Tonight’s service will proceed without announcements. 

 

 

Prelude 

 How Great Our Joy! German Carol, arr. Stan Pethel 

 Allory Netz and Amy Netz, flutes; Nancy Triezenberg, piano 

 

 Angels from the Realms of Glory arr. Sandra Eithun 

 Joyringers 

 

 O Holy Night Adolphe C. Adam, arr. Lloyd Larson 

 Gwen Hendrikse and Nancy Triezenberg, piano 

 

 On This Day Earth Shall Ring arr. Susan T. Nelson 

 Joyringers 

 

 I Wonder as I Wander Appalachian Carol, arr. Ken Gist 

 Corrin Meyer, cello; Lisa Meyer, harp; Amy Netz, flute 

 

 On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry arr. Larry Sue 

 Melanie Tolsma and Stephanie Wiltse, handbells; Kenneth Bos, piano 

 

Words of Welcome 

 

Call to Worship: Gloria in Excelsis Deo Text and Music: Dan R. Edwards 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  (Glory to God in the highest.) 

 Et in terra pax hominibus. 

  (And peace to all on earth.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* Congregational Carol: Once in Royal David’s City 

   Text: Cecil F. Alexander Music: Henry J. Gauntlett 



Bidding Prayer (concluding with The Lord’s Prayer spoken in unison) 

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the 

angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, 

and the babe lying in a manger. 

 

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 

days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 

 

 But first, let us pray. 

 

We pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all his people; for 

the mission and unity of the church he came to build: in our country, in our city, and especially in this 

our congregation. 

 

And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, 

the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged 

and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin 

have grieved his heart of love. 

 

 Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a 

greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 

with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore. 

 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ 

himself has taught us: 

 

All: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread. 

     And forgive us our debts, 

 as we forgive our debtors. 

     Lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

     For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

  



Bidding Carol: On This Day Earth Shall Ring 

Text: Piae Cantiones, trans. Jane M. Joseph Music: Piae Cantiones, arr. Hal H. Hopson 

 On this day earth shall ring 

 with the song children sing 

 to the Lord, Christ our King. 

 Born on earth to save us; 

 him the Father gave us. 

 Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo. 

    (For this reason, Glory to God in the highest.) 

 

 His the doom, ours the mirth; 

 when he came down to earth 

 Bethlehem saw his birth; 

 ox and ass beside him 

 from the cold would hide him. 

 Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

 On this day angels sing: 

 with their song earth shall ring, 

 praising Christ, heaven’s King. 

 Born on earth to save us; 

 peace and love he gave us. 

 Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

 

The First Lesson 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. 

Genesis 3 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Carol: On This Holy Night Text and Music: Dave and Jean Perry 

 In a stable, cold and bare, underneath a starry sky, 

 there a little babe is born on this holy night. 

 

 Star light, star bright, shining on the stable. 

 Star light, star bright, on this holy night. 

 

 Shepherds in the nearby hills heard the angel voices, 

 telling of the wondrous gift: a little babe is born. 

 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 Gloria on this holy night. 

 



Congregational Carol: Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, trans. Composite Music: 13th c. Plainsong 

 

  



The Second Lesson 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed. 

Genesis 22 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Handbell Carol: A La Nanita Nana Spanish Carol, arr. Fred Gramann 

 

 

The Third Lesson 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Luke 1 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Carol: Gabriel’s Message 

Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould Music: Basque carol; arr. Nancy Grundahl 

 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

 with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

 “All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

 most highly favored lady.” 

 Gloria! 

 

 “For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, 

 all generations laud and honor thee; 

 thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

 most highly favored lady.” 

 Gloria! 

 

 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;  

 “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 

 “My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 

 Most highly favored lady. 

 Gloria! 

 

 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

 in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

 “Most highly favored lady.” 

 Gloria! 

  



The Fourth Lesson 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

Luke 2 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

Choir Carol: What Child Is This 

Text: William C. Dix Music: English folk tune, arr. Robert. J. Batastini 

 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

  haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 

  This, this is Christ the King . . . 

 

 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king to own him; 

 the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. 

  This, this is Christ the King . . . 

 

 

  



The Fifth Lesson 

The shepherds go to the manger. 

Luke 2 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Carol: Poor People Came to Bethlehem 

Text: John A. Dalles Music: Dorothy Frisch 

 Poor people came to Bethlehem, King David’s royal town; 

 each narrow street remembers when God made their plight his own. 

 Christ came unto the house of bread, to be their lasting food; 

 there, God became a tiny child, born in a stable rude. 

 

The shepherds tended sleepy lambs, upon the green hillside; 

then all at once, an angel came, “Fear not!” the angel cried. 

“For unto you this day is born, in David’s town, a boy, 

the Savior who is Christ the Lord!” Hear tidings of great joy! 

 

Then suddenly, an angel throng, of heaven’s multitude, 

appeared and sang a splendid song, announcing endless good. 

“Glory to God! Glory to God! And peace on earth to all! 

Glory to God! Glory to God!” O hear the angels’ call! 

 

The shepherds went to look for him, and all who seek shall find 

the infant Christ in Mary’s arms, and Joseph good and kind! 

The animals were resting there, the stable light was warm, 

then joyful shepherds went to share the news that Christ was born! 

 

The Bethlehem of that fair night has never passed away; 

it lives a real and vital life in human hearts each day! 

The centuries have rolled along, since angels sang God’s will. 

Time moves. The world speeds swiftly on. Eternity stands still. 

 

 Glory to God! 

 

 

  



The Sixth Lesson 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

Matthew 2 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Handbell Carol: The Danish Star Carol arr. Lee J. Afdahl 

 

* Congregational Carol: Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

Text and Music: African American Spiritual 

 

  



The Seventh Lesson 

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

John 1 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Carol: Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda Music: Carl Schalk 

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 

but there is room and welcome there for me. 

 

In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 

sweet, newborn Babe, how frail, and in a manger bed: 

a still small voice to cry one day for me. 

 

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 

his prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart, I stare: 

a Child, a Son, the Prince of Peace—for me. 

 

Can I, will I forget how Love was born and burned 

its way into my heart: unasked, unforced, unearned, 

to die, to live, and not alone for me. 

 

Candle Lighting 

The congregation shall rise to light their candles and to sing the carols. Candlelight will be passed 

from the end of each pew to every person in the congregation, representing the way that the Light, 

which is Jesus, has come into the world. Please take care to tip only the unlit candles to avoid 

dripping wax. 

  



* Congregational Carol: The First Noel Text and Music: traditional English carol, 17th.c. 

 
  



 

 

 
  



* Congregational Carol: Silent Night 

  Text: Joseph Mohr, trans. John E. Young Music: Franz Gruber 

 
 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

* Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* Congregational Carol: Joy to the World 

  Text: Isaac Watts Music: Lowell Mason 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude: Organ Flourish on “Joy to the World” Michael C. Dell 



Liturgists 

Rev. Kelly Buist, Rev. Rebecca Jordan Heys, Rev. Brad Zwiers 
 

Readers (in order of appearance) 

Ed Tolsma, Jacob Netz, Lori Feenstra, Tom Hendrikse, Mark DeKoster, Beth Veldkamp, and Evie 

Dykhouse  
 

Instrumentalists 

Kenneth Bos, organ and piano 

Gwen Hendrikse, piano 

Corrin Meyer, cello 

Lisa Meyer, piano and harp 

Charles Molenbeek, percussion 

Allory Netz, flute 

Amy Netz, flute 

Nancy Triezenberg, piano 
 

Children’s Choir Duet 

Lane Molenbeek and Hannah Triezenberg 
 

Allegro Ringers, Stephanie Wiltse, director 

Kenneth Bos, Kim Fredricks, Donna Houskamp, Cherie Kuizema, Lisa Meyer, Elly Nyhof, Jan Postma 
 

Joyringers, Melanie Tolsma, director 

Josh Meyer, Allory Netz, Molly Netz, Kate Rayburn 
 

Covenant Choir, Amy Netz and Maria VandenBosch, directors, Nancy Triezenberg, pianist 

Annaliese Hendrikse, David Hendrikse, Jubilee Heys, Lazarus Heys, Lydia Meyer, Nate Meyer, Lane 

Molenbeek, Jacob Netz, Tyler Netz, Jack Rayburn, Hannah Triezenberg, Abram Veldkamp, Claire 

Veldkamp, Micah Veldkamp, Wesley Visker, Nico Wierenga 
 

Alumni Choristers 

Lucy Molenbeek, Allory Netz, Molly Netz, Natalie Poortenga, Kate Rayburn, Kate Triezenberg, Aubrey 

Visker, Lydia Visker 
 

Festival Choir, Kenneth Bos, director, Lisa Meyer, pianist 

Sopranos: Fay Bos, Carol DeJonge, Gwen Hendrikse, Donna Houskamp, Marcia Huizinga, Judy Jongsma, 

Kendra Jongsma, Maria Knapper, Evonne Kok, Irene Konyndyk, Jeannine Lanning, Joanne Rozema, 

Nancy Triezenberg, Maria VandenBosch, Kim Wieringa, Jan Wilkins, Melanie Yff 

Altos: Kris Bergh, Karen Bordewyk, Judy Diephouse, Jan Dykgraaf, Dorothy Frisch, Erin Hubka, Sarah 

Huisman, Trudi Huizenga, Kristy Ippel, Amy Netz, Jan Postma, Anjean Stegink, Suzi Steketee, Barb Vis, 

MaryLou Wilkins 

Tenors: Jack DeBoer, Phil DeJonge, Dave Diephouse, Dave Dykgraaf, Cornie Huizinga, Tom Ippel, Corrin 

Meyer, Steve Triezenberg, Gord VandenBerg, Bill Vis 

Basses: John Beernink, Gord Bordewyk, Walter DeBoer, Kurt Frisch, Art Jongsma, Ron Rozema, Bill 

Woolsey 


